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needed, and uplift humanity to the attainment of its goal ? Unless 
the universities exalt man instead of promoting agnosticism and athe- 
ism, revolution seems unavoidable. " Reform or revolution " is the 
alternative. The reform must begin with the universities. The edu- 
cation and character of the "upper classes" must be better, and these 
classes must themselves become Christian, or the social problem will 
not be solved in a humane way. "Our universities do not train men 
who know what they ought to do and what they want. This is our 
curse. Hence the political and social distraction." Education should 
aim to enable man to attain his destiny, which destiny is not in mate- 
rial things, but in God. " Everywhere ferment. Everywhere evi- 
dences of the dawning of a new era. The old notions are fading away. 
Whoever loves his people and believes in the exalted destiny of 
humanity and of the human personality ought to do his part in sub- 
stituting for the vanishing beliefs new and abiding ones, permeated 
throughout with the truth." 

The volume is to be commended particularly to those whose faith 
has been shaken by the materialistic trend in science. It does not 
give a new scientific basis for religious faith, but it gives convincing 
evidence that for man natural science is not ultimate, but a faith which 
springs from his nature and satisfies the demands of his intellect and 
his heart. 

J. H. W. Stuckenberg. 

Cambridge, Mass. 



Christianity and Anti-Christianity, in Their Final Conflict. 
By Samuel J. Andrews. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1898. Pp. 356. $2. 

For over thirty years students of the New Testament have been 
using The Life of Our Lord upon Earth, by Samuel J. Andrews, and 
whatever comes from that writer's pen deserves the candid attention of 
Christian scholars. His new book is ample in learning, and written in 
the calm, dispassionate style of one whose conclusions are fixed and 
irrevocable. Yet not since Nordau's Degeneration was put into Eng- 
lish dress have American students been presented with so sweeping and 
relentless an indictment of the entire fabric of modern civilization. 
Here is pessimism, not as a mood, but as a settled principle, ground- 
ing itself in obscure passages of Scripture, frankly deploring all modern 
education, literature, science, and art, seeing the entire world on the 
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down grade, and having no hope save in the catastrophic ending of the 
world-order by the visible advent of our Lord. 

The great evil of our time, he declares, is the modern pantheistic 
philosophy. This philosophy has led inevitably to the doctrine of the 
divine immanence, which is a virtual denial of human sinfulness ; it 
leads thus to the deification of humanity, and to the multitudinous 
errors of modern biblical criticism, modern science, and modern litera- 
ture. Of modern biblical study the writer says : " It is a striking illus- 
tration of the separation between the Head and the church, that after 
eighteen centuries its scholars are going back to the records of his 
earthly life to find out who he was ! " He declares Godet's preliminary 
discussions in his commentary on John to be mischievous, for " the 
natural effect is to awaken doubts in our minds." "Almost any mod- 
ern commentary is an illustration of the critical spirit of the times, 
and of the perplexity which it brings to the common reader." Mod- 
ern science, he affirms, is directly preparing the way for Anti-Christ. 
It exalts unchanging law, whereas " the only permanent law we know 
is that of change — a perpetual flux." Modern literature is full of the 
dangerous spirit of democracy, " which makes humanity the center of 
all thought." It leads directly to Christian socialism, which aims at 
improving man's condition on this earth. Carlyle, Tennyson, Brown- 
ing, as well as all the novelists of the century, exalt humanitarianism 
above Christianity, and the periodical press even "accepts the prin- 
ciple that whatever a man thinks he may express." 

And this process will not be arrested by any human effort. " The 
supremacy of Satan, as the prince and god of this world, will continue 
to the end." "Literature must take on itself more and more an anti- 
Christian character." " The growth of democracy serves to prepare 
the way of the Anti-Christ." " We hear many voices crying out against 
the subjection of woman to man." The Parliament of Religions, the 
polychrome Bible, the Salvation Army, and the civic church are omi- 
nous signs of the times. The vaunted "brotherhood of the nations" 
will probably have Anti-Christ as its head. 

The reader will find in this carefully written volume the extreme 
premillennarian view set forth with a wealth of quotation, and with that 
logical relentlessness which renders the theory impregnable to some 
minds, and incredible to others. Every chapter teems with citations, 
but scarcely a single author is mentioned save in condemnation, not 
one tendency in modern Christianity is approved, not one writer or 
worker pi the nineteenth century is named as truly representing Chris- 
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tianity, and the entire horizon is shrouded in a horror of great darkness. 
The writer has done substantial service in showing the necessary 
sequences of a certain system of scriptural interpretation. 

W. H. P. Faunce. 
Greater New York, N. Y. 



Die fCnf Megilloth. Erklart von Karl Budde, Alfred Ber- 
tholet, G. Wildeboer. ( = " Kurzer Hand-Commentar zum 
Alten Testament," Lieferung 6.) Freiburg i. B., Leipzig 
und Tubingen : Verlag von J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck) , 
1898. Pp. xxiv + 202. Subscriptionspreis M. 2.70; 
Einzelpreis M. 4. 

The scope and purpose of this new commentary on the Old Testa- 
ment are set forth in the American Journal of Theology for 1898, 
pp. 658 ff., where the volume on Proverbs is reviewed. The present 
volume contains Canticles, by Budde ; Ruth, by Bertholet ; Lamenta- 
tions, by Budde : Ecclesiastes and Esther, by Wildeboer. Each book 
is provided with a brief introduction and a compendious commentary. 

Canticles is treated by Budde along the lines indicated by his 
article in the New World, March, 1894. His view is that the book is 
a collection of wedding songs parallel to those still sung in Syria. 
This implies the rejection of all attempts at a dramatic understanding, 
and naturally of all attempts at allegorical interpretation. The intro- 
duction here given, after discussing the place of the book in the canon, 
sets forth the author's theory. Of an allegorical purpose on the part 
of the author he finds not the slightest trace, but he gives in outline 
the history of interpretation in this direction. So at greater length he 
recounts the dramatic hypotheses. His own view is not far from that 
of Herder and Reuss. The Solomonic authorship is given up. Lin- 
guistic indications point to a late date, probably the Greek period. 

The exposition seems to give all that is necessary to the under- 
standing of the text — so far as it can be understood. The author 
emends freely on conjecture, but apparently with judgment. 

In the introduction to Ruth, Bertholet discusses the age and pur- 
pose of the book. The former is found to be "relatively late," 
apparently post-exilic. The purpose is to defend the foreign mar- 
riages which were the subject of controversy in the time of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. The exposition gives the reviewer little to remark, except 
that it meets all reasonable expectations. 



